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1. The following uir activity and eircraft were cbserved at Koethen
airfield between 15 January und 10 Februury 1955:

15 January. At about 1515, 5 elements of 2 MiG-15s or U-iliG-15s

tcok off at short intervals and flew in close formation for about

30 minutes. The landings were made individually. After the landing, 25X1
additional take-offs were made by elements of two aircraft which

remained zloft for zbout 10 minutes. The aircraft approached over

the raiio instiellations in the main flyins lanc. Some of the

aircraft were twomgeaters. Somewhut lzter, about 20 individual

tuke-offe were made. 25X1

17 Januar;. There was air activity by zircraft fitted with rudder
assemblies which did not project beyond the tail pipe. This detail
wac not observed on zircraft involved in air activity later on.

21 Januw.ry. Botween 1000 and 1400, the eustern hangurs were open
and apparently vucunt. Three [iiG=15s or U-[iG-15s were parxcd

in front of the hangars. The wistern hungar could not be observed
as the view was obstructed. Fifteen ¥iG-15s or U-iG-15s were
parked side by siie north of the eastern end of the runway. At
1200 the 15 aircraft were towed back into the hanguars prosumadly
because of poor visibility. No air activity was ohserved.

6 and 7 February. There wus no air activity. The tuake-off point
was not built up. The rudar sets at the scuthern edge of the
landin® field were not in operation.

9 Pebruary., At 1330, 22 FiG-158 cr U-i1iG-158 were observed on the -

lending field including 10 parked north of the eastern end of the

runway. Two or 3 eircraft alternately made indiviluzl locazl flights

at an altitude of 200 to 3CO meters for 5 to 6 minutes. During the

landing mancuver, the aircraft flew a wide bank and were over the

approach lane botween the airfield and the inner landing beacon.

This observation was not mude durirg the other local flights. The
take=-offe and landings were made accurately although there was

gusty wind. ) v
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10 February. No air activity was observed. i total of 27 1i1G~158 or

U-1iiG-158 were counted on the landing field and in front of the hungars.

Radio and rzdar installations.

On 21 January, a radio truck with & plexiglass cupola and un antenna
about 6 meters high was parked =t the take-off zoint. About 100
meters farther eastwurd was a single-nast radio installction with

2 braced antenna mast about 8 meters hish und a radio truck at the
side. The Kniferest-type a:d Fishnet-type radur sets rotuted slowly
One full rotation lasted about 40 seccnds.

The bcard fence along the eastern border of the field was considerably
damaged by a storm. In early February, repuir work was under way on
th: fence and some seciiocns were newly erected.

Cn 21 January, the Ad gun emplaceAent in the scuthwestern corner of
the field was unchenged.

. ' . S
hIghicula.r truffic ovserved at the ficld| 44,4‘\

|

The following adir activity and aireruft wore observed at the field
between 28 January and 11 Februery 19553

28 Jaruary. At about 1300, a Po-2 took off and headed toward the
south.

31 Januar’. No airactivity was observed.

2 February. At about 1300, 3 .iil-15s or U-wil 15s

[ /uere parked in front of the northeastern haengur. The

teil of the a.rcraft No 403 was dismantled. A row of 16 swept-back jet
fighters was obscrved in front of the southeastern hingur und

another row of 7 i1iG-15s or U-XiG-15s whose noses pointed to the

north were parked south of the southeastern hangar. Two aircraft

were seen in front of the western hangar. Air activity was heard

from 1600 until about nmidnight.

3 Pebruary. Throughout the day until sbout midnizht, the noises of
aircraft engines and air activity were heard.

4 February. Air activity could only be identified from the sound of
zircraft engines.

5 Februsry. Between 1220 and about 1500, [iG-15s ox U-iliG-15s
continuously tcok off, landed and mude local flizhts. The tuxe-offs
werc m:de -t intervals of zbcut 5 minutes. [1iG=15 \ ‘

took off at 1255 and landed at 1310, Wit—li[::::::Jtook of f at

1300 and iG-15) /landed at 1305, Prior to the take-off,

the aircreft were not arranged at the tuke-cff point as usually
observed but Lhey taxied from the hungar directly to the tuke-off
point probably because of the strong wind. Two radio trucks dincluding
one with a rod antenme and an umbrellseshaped antennu and  the other
with an umbrella~type antenna were parked on the lunding field. A
truck .4 an ambulence were parked in the viecinity ana a fire truck
wes observed in front of the southzastern hungar. Tanx trucks

\ continuously moved from the fuel
dump to the hungers. Six railroad . tunk cars were being =nptied near
the fuel dump. Une ofiicer and 3 Eil were seen aut the pump. 4 twoewhsel
fire cart was seen nearb..
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7 _Pebruary. Ko air sctivity was observed. A LiG-15[
- w28 parked in front of the sou

25X1
8 PFebruary, iir activity was hsard fro. 0800 until about :idnigint. The

typa of flights could not be icentified. after nishtfall, the repeutedly

observed rotary searchlight in the ncrtheastern corner of the field

began to operute.ifter 11 rotations there wus an intervul of about

1 ninute. Another light signul was seen in the sky a.proximately east

of the rotary searchlight.

9 Pebruury. Between 1220 and 1330, there wus vory intensive air aclivity.
Between 1255 und 1312, 5 7iG-158 or U-1iG-15s|

[;“‘\7ﬁjtook off. During ‘he same period, 4 swe t-back jet fishters
landed at the field. All of the aircraft involved in air activity 25X1
were fitted with auxiliary fuel tanks which appeared to be lurger

than those cbserved previously. Two radio trucks were parked between

the rcvetments in the ncrtheastern corner of the field. Cne of them
nounted a rod antenna, un umbrella-type antonna, end a plexiglass

cupola about 1 meter in diameter. Three men apparently sitting at

tables were secn in the interior of this radio truck and 1 man was
observed sitting in the cupolu. Of the latter man only the uvper

part of his body could be observed. A cabls reel attached to a

pole about 1 meter high wais seen near the razdio trucks between the
rovetments. ‘hen the radb truck noved to its positions, one man

of the;crew me.de a cable connection from the cable reel to the radic
truck.” The second radio truck had an extended umbrella-type antsnna
but no special superstructure. An ambulance znd an enpty truck were

also parked next to the radio trucks. There was no air activity
throughout the da; until sbout midnight. After nizhtfull, the

rotary searchlizht was in operation.

10 February. No air activity was observed ani no raziio trucks were

parked on the landing field. & total oi 32 2iG-158 ox (-11iG-15s

\ were. parksd without a discernible 25X1
order in front of the eastern hangar. Onc of the zircraft seemsd to

be larger than the others. .iir activily was heard - in the afternoon

beginning at about 150C and lasting until about midnight. The

rotary searchlight was in operation after nichtfall,

11l February. Between 1220 and 1330, t.ke~ofis znd lendings were
continuously made at intervals of about 3 minutes. Tuke-offs in
elements of two were alsc observed. After liftin; off the grocund,

the aircraft flew straight ashecd apiroximutely up to the end of the
wirfield, then made a sharp left bank and climbed steeply. During
the landing muneuver, some zircruft crossed the field before lunding,
other sircraft approached from the eust over the flying lune. The
aircraft crossed the roud ulngi the eagtern gap of the fence at an
altitude of sbout 15 meters. Af®er the linfling, the® Mrcraft rolled
to a stop in different nammers. Some zircrafg,required only half

of the runway on their landings while others®required the entire
runway length. ",Aq

A single-engine low-wing monoplanz with a 1ligh® gray puint was parked
in front of the northecastern hangar,

Six (iG-15s or U-liiG-1%5s were parked on the alert site.
1

{
\ Before taking o7, ull of the wircruft tuxied 25X1
to a distance of abou? 10 meters from the radio truck in the northeustern

25X1
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corner of the field, storped thers for about 1 minute , then taxied
to the runway and tock off’. It could not be deternined if there was
any visual contact mjintamfad between the rudio trucks and the
orews of the'%i0-15s.

Fuel dump.
The fuel dump in the northeastern section of the field could be

clearly observed over the fence which hnd been torn down by the
storr. The fuel was pumped from the reilroud tank cars at the spur
track into a net of pipe lines which extended close to tho ruils.
The pump which produced o loud humming noise was operated by 2 men.
The pipe lines extended about 30 cm over the ground, passed the
underground tanks and terminated into a large horizontal fuel container
wnich had been dug out scme tine bef and pow lay overground on a
concrete base. The container was at l8ast 8 rs long and about 2.5
meters in diameter., The underground contuiners . oon;j_M of 2 groups
of 3 containors each and covered over by carth sbout 30 er high.
The entire fuel dump was surro: d by 4 b aipn. fence«-A yeeden
hut aBout’3 me ff quare,ﬁ;g about 20 %e2CQplitar barrels were ulso
seen inside of” f ence. No gaseline cans were observed. The fuel dump
had 2 gates, one aX ;I‘g.woq,tgm sidq:qf *thc fence and.the othor close
to the siur trac" ' . ¢

Comrent. It is hrelievcd tba.t Koethen ,airfiel.a...is aiﬁll*bcau ﬁcd
by 1 Fir Regt and 1 Ren Rest equipped with iiiG«+l5s. “ove imtensive:.

air .activity was only oaserqu Q0 9, Februnmy 1955. A total -ofB2 11iG-153

or U-iliG-15s were counted on the landing field.

constructional differences\
definitely confirmed vy the presagh reppmb.-

|

.t " #* ‘o L

-
The radio truck with ‘he,glass.cupolu wam definitety

probably ‘maintains voice-radio traffic vith the crew
in the radio truck with the glass,cupola:. e - L

Comment. The staten “nts on'fhe fuel dump in the northeastern
corner of the uirfield ggree with gwailable inform. tion. The fuel

trunsloading instullation is equ:.paad vith a centrifugul: pungs +
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' observed checking the traffic on the runways The pilote§t.she @izerstt taking off 25X1
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